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97, Goc, nee Face 889 
grant an continue to me Sound &. = 
"nels of (Emory, and a clear Underſtand. 
ing, "ia Body much broken and weak. 1 
ao bythe Godt: which hath brought me; 
ſometimes not only into a Remembrance 
of my latter End, but near to the Gates 
of the Grave: I thought I could no way 
better etnploy the Faculties of Body or 
Mind, that yet remain with me, 2 1 
eebutttiisr the wonderful” Acts of * the; - 3 
Lord, an in founding forth. his Praiſe 8 55 
and in dealing friendly and freely, i in Mat. 
ter of Advice and C bunſel, to the, Sons "A 
and Daughters of Mn. 8 
IE i is ken not to de expected, YR this, | 
Will and Teſtament” ſhould. contain, 
vn * of temporal Goods, 
2 . 
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as tome, ptove 
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or the Diſpoſition of that Eſtate in the 


World, chat the Eerd hath been pleaſed 
to ſenct me, (neither would I be fo un- 


derſtood) ſeeing the many Changes that 


this World is ſubject to, may cauſe me to 


_. make Alterations tin that Way But this 


belonging to another and h 


gher Court, 
where God alone is Jud 


x Will, I hope, 
and unchang- 


_ neſs and Goodneſs what. 


but I found it 
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Abroad in ohr He 
are enabled to approa 
broken and contrite Spirits, which tags 
Was, and is à Sacvifite * acceptabl 
film: 75 hereby freely 8100 i] That 
tt "Help oft "this Spirit, J 4 10% 
not Hat to pr ray. for a4 dee 48863 nb 'cah 
we do amy thing acceptable 066d 
hahe often 9 80 me to cry ke 


wats, un by by Wien 


Erol he.” ; bst Dior + '* 
of elf n ways obliged to 60 eek bo 6 | 
the Imunct ions of learned Men 2 8 5 5 
of Divines, as they call thern, | if rüfpect 
of the Worſhip of God; any ry HAN than 
1 have felt and e iced them to be 
the Product of God's Spirit : And this 
have not done ptefultiffroouiſly, or as think- 
ing my Telf wiſer than thoſe that Wen þe- 
15 but, obſerving tlie Miltakes, 
Toben, tene and Piſpükes, char ehen in 
the Primitive Times, to Hy, 00h after 
the Apoſtles Days, they fell int, is 9 
25 in fündry other Ages of the Chürch; I 
thought ey ſelf no Way obliged to follow 

Traditions of Men, blalſed i may be 
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Either with Miſtake or Prej ice, but the 
| hay Hah ene Dietaces'6f NE 
i A; ack 


bleſſed 
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holy Spirit, the divine Original an 
Spring of. eternal Life, who, as We wait 


and \Favour, That God ſent, 1 . 
1 
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| bleſſed Spirit, my ha is the real Pro- 
duct 1 gf, vier the bleſſed Writings of 

[the dinge Bk en-Men,..contained 

| "Sora we.uſually call the BIB E: 

ö © voly 7. ngs; the Precepts, 67 

ee ang Hiſt 1 therein contained, I 

do Serge an d recommend to ſuch as 


„ 


e er, me, as having had, for more 


than Forty Years, 4 ſenſible Benefit and 
"Advantage by them, 1 in, and through the 


1. Well- 
for. it, Will open Scriptures to, thy and will 
Illuminate our Underftandings in the: Uſe 
of hem, that we ſhall. find em profitable 


55 1 nſtruttion, Correction, Reproof and Do- 


ring, 125 75 e 5 make 105. Salvati- 
vn, t. aith in cun Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

0 5 alſo, and acknowledge, that 
it in, and through the heayenly.. Man 
Chit Jeſus; the Lord from Heaven, the 
Mediator betwixt God and Man, that all 
the Bleſſings of God are conveyed, and do 
come down upon the Sons and Daughters 
of Men; and more. eſpecially. thoſe; great 
Bleflings of the Vilitations' of... his Love 
.in rhe Ful- 
aphind ; 
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eſs '0 Time, to taſte, Death; 


| e has tie * and 


old 
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which Rock was Chriſt : 


(33) 


all the holy F Patriarchs and Prophets, be- 


fore and under the Law, the Life, the 
Comfort and Rejoycing of their "Souls, 
that they 


ſaw his Day, and were glad of it; 
They drank of that Rock which followed 8 


is the Confidence and Tower of Defence, 
the Author and Support of the Faith and 


Truſt of all God's People; the Door of the 
hea venly Sheepfold, through which they go 


in and out, and find Paſtures of Life, Where 


their Love to him grows, and is increaſed 
in their Hearts, througle the Goodneſs of 


God in him. 


Th eſe ConfiderationsE n Fund fruit. 


ful, as'the lowly Valleys; T have not found 
it my Place, with human Wiſdom, to 


make Inquiries, into the. divine Nature, 
or how, or in what manner the Father 


and Son are united; 1 have reckoned it a 


Work of preſumption, and that which the 


poor, vain and low Underſtanding of 


Mortals cannot fathom; I have lamented 
the Caſe of the Church in Conſtantine s 
Days, Who, by the too nice and ſubtil Di- 


ſtinct ions of ſome Men, were driven into 


3 Heats and Parties, and under pretence of. 
' i maintaining the Faith, deſtroyed Chari- 


Sos is * for me, that he hath ſaid 
SS. -: 2 = 


And the ſame Chriſt 
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which would ſometimes bring me o 
Knees; // in ſolitary Places 5 to heg Pardon IM 
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= 7%” it, I and my Father. are one * And this is my 
Soul made ſenſible of; . becauſe the Father 


hath drawn me to the Son, and my Hope 


8 


and Expectation is, that the Son will bring 


me to the Father: Therefore believe, Oh, 


my Soul] and thou wilt thereby attain 
chat Knowledge of God, which the yul- 
4 Man gan ever comprehend. 1 


Iaam further mae eee ee ene 
great Mercy to me, in reſpect of a 


f 124 i 


ober Edu- 
before I could care for my ſelf; as alſo | 
thoſe early Convictions and, Reprooks 1 
_ ſometimes bring me on my 


of God for a Day, or ſome. time? miſ-ſpent, 


done; and the Lord was near me in thoſe 


or for ſome Act of Traffigreſſion I had, | 


Days, though 1 knew him not: And al- 
agh, as I grew up, I fell in with bad ⁵ 


Company, eſpecially in the Fifteenth Year 
but followed me with his Judgments, and 


the ſame Exceſs of Wickedneſs, and I have 


ſince often conſidered it, as a great Mercy, 
"If 3 | + 0 0 N 


from 


» y f 


from the Lord's Hand, that he ſmote me 
at that time with much Sickneſs, and In- 


flirmity of Body, which I believe had not. 


withſtanding a very good influence on my 


Soul 


. I muſt alſo commemorate, the Lord's 


Call, which I ſoon after met with, which 


at once broke me off from all my former 


Companions and Societies, and made me, 


willing to ſuffer Reproaches for Chriſt's 
Sake; and altho' the Oppoſition of the Ad- 


verſary, both within and without, was 


great in thoſe Days, and his Inroads terri- 


ble at ſometimes, yet the Spirit of the Lord 
lifted up a Standard againſt him, and 1 
had ſometimes Quietneſs and a peaceable 


* 


HFabitation; and all along the Lord ſu- nn 


ſtained me, as alſo under many Doubts. 
and Fears, and Perplexities cf Mind, he 


kept me from utterly fainting, and cauſed: 
all to work together for Good to me in the 
End: Time might fail to write of the ma- 


ny grievous Exerciſes I have undergone, 


. | 


and of the Delivering Hand of God's Pow- 
er, which as of old hath made the Waters 
of Marah ſweet, and hath taten m Feet, as: 


out of the Mire, and out of the Clay, and ſet 


them upon the Roch; and now I defire to 
wait npon him, that he may for ever eftabliſh. 


eee ee eee 
— — K , i * 7 1 


a And, Deareſt 1 Father, I take this Op- 
portunity to bow before thee; in humble 
 * 2 Projſes tor thy great Love and Favour to- 
*® wards me, a poor deſpicable Worm :'T did 
not firſt love thee, but I loved Vanity and 
Folly, and divers Luſts and Paſſions; but 
thou, Oh Lord! haſt loved me, and haſt 
' manifeſted it in the dear Son of thy Love 
and thou haſt given me the Evidence x: 
it, in viſiting, preſerving, renewing and 
comforting me; I beg the Continuation o 
thy Favour- and Goodneſs, and that thou 
mapy'ſt ſanQtify my few remaining Days 
to the Service of thee, that thy Service 
may not be unto me as a Matter of Con- 
ſtraint; but it may be as Meat and Drink 
unto me, to do thy Will. Thy temporal 
Mercies for a pretty long courſe of Life 
have been abundant towards me, that 1 
mult ſay with Jacob, They are more than I 
am worthy of; tor all which I deſire to ren- 
der to thee Adoration and Praiſe, and to 
ling the Song of Moſes and the Song of the 
Lamb, ſaying, Great and marvellous are thy. 
WH We Lord E Almighty ! . and true 
are thy Ways, thou Ning of Saints ! Into thy 
Hands I commit and commend. my Spirit, not 
_ truſting ia any Merits of mine own; «for 
1 coy merited oY of my. * — 4 
thy 


% Wa * 


WT 


thy abundant Love and Mercy, in 


thy 


| bleſſed: Son our Lord, 1 place my whole 
Confidence and rute now and lor rs 


| APE yr Toy ifs! 
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Tomy Dear pg and c ll. 


yo TEMAS 


Fs recommend the Fear of the 


Lon, and a diligent Watchfulneſs of ou] 


Spirit, that you may uſe the time giv 


you to an Improvement of your Talents: 


and the Grace beſtowed upon you: Place 


not your Happineſs in the; Pleaſures, or 


Treaſures, or Grandeur of this fading 


World, but in the Enjoyment of the Light 


of God's, Countenance, which you will 
find to be a Fountain of Comfort, an Hea- 
venly Treaſure, that neither Moth nor Raſt 
can corrupt, nor Thieves break through nor 
ſteal. All your Care, Labour, and 
Endeavours cannot certainly ſecure unto 


u Health, or Wealth, or Eſteem in the 
World ; theſe Things lie in the Diſp poling FE 


of Providence, and in ſome--Reff 


the Power of others: But the Lord, hath; | 


by his Grace, put the Obtaining of Truth 


and Juſtice; . Holineſs and Humility God- 


| lineſs, and Peace, in ſame Sort in ou Pow: 


er, and:in, thoſe Ls lent 9 ; 


— 


VE 57 | f we | 


Ts 


we may improve our ſelves, without the 
Fraud or Violence, or Envyings, or Grudg. 
ings of any who live near __ | 
And 50 h I defire, you may in the 
| firſt place, ſeek God's Kingdom, yet in his 
Fear, and a holy Submiſſion to his Will, 
you may be diligent in your Buſineſs and 1 
the Coficerns that lie under your Care: 
And as I would not have you give way 
to immoderate Sorrows, if your Health, or 
Trade, of Riches, or other corafottable 
Enjoyments be taken from you, 'bat' bleſs 
God for the Continuance of his Preſence | 
and Love to you, Jet you may uſe ſuch 
Waxs. and Means, for the keeping Al 
Preſervation of any of theſe Enjoy ments, 
as, in the Wiſdom of God, you MM Rd 
- expedient; and whether he gives or takes 
away, you may bleſs his holy Name. 
The Apoſtle, het he recommended to 
one of the Churches, To be fervent i; Spi 
nut, he ſuys alſo, Not Pothful in | 
and yet, when the Lord calls you to ve | 
him, then leave all for his Service, WII 
"will by far more than all elle unte your 
Its polible thot lad ſought alter this 1 
| Worldy Witkr the Earneſtneſs that me of 
1625 © — done, ©” F-rright * 


lea Ve 


ry 


* 23 * 
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6 elite according as God ſhall ble y,, 


| + 13 SY : | 5 
ons e PR but 
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may ſay with Footy: an old. General- of 
the Athenians, Dum prove. good, I may. ẽ- 


leave) you. enough if otherwiſe, tod much: 


eyer, I hope i ir will hold in the wears 
ing, as not being got by Fraud or Oppeſſi- 
on, but by the Bleſſing of God upon a mo. 
derate Induſtry, and a ſober and tempe· 


rate Management. 


Lou that are grown up, bare ſen the 
Manner of my. Life amongſt you, which 
hath been attended with great Degrees of 
Quietneſs and Peace, both in my E amil7 
and Abroad; and as my Converſation haths 
been coupled with Sobriety, and Juſtice, 


and Meekneſs, and Modeſty, and the ho- 
ly Fear of God, and a waiting upon m 


I recommend unto you the Example of my 
Eife; if L have at any time deviated from 


thoſe Ways, I would not that you follov- 


me therein; but, I hope, — the 


Grace of G0d, I may ſay (tho? nothing of 
my ſelf) my Life may in theſe: Reſpects 


mevchat exemplary to you, o have 


(en more of is it er Mn 3 World 


Fe mmenc to you. dhe Pre: 
aritys: to 5 tack As; nin Ng 


-+ further recox 


SH remem- 
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Nr) 
remembring, that where much # given, 
1 much is required, and the Widow TWO 
Mites are accepted with che Lord, 'equal- 15 
9 with, or beyond Hecatombs, being 
=_ ' given with a good Heart; it's a Vertue 
that gives a preſent: Satisfaction, as well 
as à future Reward ; the liberal and com- 
paſſionate Soul, binds that Sweectneſs and 
Comfort, in pious and charitable Diſtri- 
butions, that it's only ſorry that it cannot 
= do more; the Lord knows how far IT have 
perform'd my Duty in this Particular, but 
1 I have not been without Jealouſie at ſome- 
| times, that ſeeing the Lord hath been in 
1 this Caſe liberal to me, beyond what 2 
== could once have asked, whether I have 
been proportionably liberal to Wotlk that 
have been in Want. er! 
I Vould not have you buſte your Selves 
= much with the Affairs of others, unleſs on 
due Score of doing them Good, or making 
1 Peace; and be careful to ub Taler bear- 
= ers, and Buſie- bod ies, and thoſe uh _ 
5 inclined to tattle of their Neighbours; the 
NE medling with ſuch, is like the taking Coals: 
ina Man's Boſom, and the avoiding them, 
and their Diſcourſes, away to live peacea- 
bly and quietly, 5 is a Bleſſing Wor- 
118 n en gab ire 
i = qi, * 


A 9 
2 * 
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T have ſundry other Particulars to re- 
commend, that may poſſibly. be of Bene- - 
fit to you in the Conduct of your Lives, 
when I may be taken from you; and 1 
hope God will give me Opportunity, to 
communicate them to you, either by Word 


or Meriting; but in ſhort, avoid Idleneſs, 


O 


7 


Spirit, Which you may hear within you; 
for Chriſt ſaith, He that dwelleth! with b 


Peace, 
cher 
F. 
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the Lord, to praiſe him 
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2 0 ww ares oat teſt Pe om 
have ſometimes Laboured in the may try. 
| according fo! the re go Rosel pon me v7 


TY oo! 


Do with — Conſtlenes Profeſs and 

Declare, that I have therein | ated 
Kairhfally, without Prejudice or Partiality: 
and if my Doctrine hath'at any time fem. 
ed — or ſevere, it was by me levefled 
againſt the Traſgreſſions; and not again 
the Perſon of any; and my Love and Ten. 
derneſs hath flown: forth and abounded te- 
wards the Poor in Spirit, che holy Mou: 
ners, „and ſuch as hunger and thirſt after 
rde an and it's a Comfort to ye 
that I have in this: Caſe ſet the Lord before 
mine Eyes, that I might miniſter accords 
ing to the Ability he beſtowed upon n 
ind tho”. the Impulſe on my Mind h 
been ſometimes more fervent than other & 

have I deſired not open m Meth 
without him, and ſome good” 01 
Faith and holy Per ſwaſion that nie was 
with me, Cefiving) to diſcharge my 
in Faithfulneſs during the -Day that 
Lord mertifylly: affords mes that" e 
be able to fay at laſt) I an dleap! of 
nad of all Men; ; and that I have, #s 7 ops 


"OC 


"wp, TY 
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+ ſome critical Heads, but have ſtudied 


rather the plain Path - way of Holineſß, 5 


and that Practical Religion in which moſt 
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Oyportuniey ham! be afforded] not ceaſe | 
ed to declre unto Wl the CounſeE and N 
Will of God. 2 
In Which, as you well knows r His " 
nag to avoid vain Diſputings ane 
controverted Notions, too much followed 


of the different Sects; yy of thoſe called ; | | 


Chriſtians, ſeem | to—agree : I have con- 
Races honeſt Peter, that bold Diſciple of 


our great Maſter, who had not Bllowed 


E deviſed Fables, when he preach. _ 
ed the Goſpel, but was an Eye-witneſs f, 
the Glory of Chriſt, and fo ſpake forth b 7 


What He ſaw, and taſted, and handled” 

the Mord of Life: And had the many 
Preachers of | this Nation followed this 
Rule, and ſpoken only what they Had 
ſeen, felt and taſted of, I ſuppoſe there 
had been much leſs, but much better, 
Preaching; but of this enough, for 1 tes 


fire rather to be a Cenſor 1 da 4 Oy. than | 


of the Actions of others. 


The ſame Apoſtle alſo thouglit it lis So 
Duty, while Time laſted, to ftir up Peo- - 
ple to Holineſs, and to Vertue, and not 
_ ſo, but uſed 8 Endeavour, that af⸗- 

35 „ 


e 


— 


* 


ter his Deceaſe; 1 might have thoks 


4 —_ things in Remembrance; 1 alſo, in my lit-' 


Ages ap 


feſſion without L. 


Fontals v. * W nada and ae dee | 


| tle Meaſure, recommend thoſe things to 
Von; which 1 think expedient and neceſ- 
 fary for your Growth: in Grace, and Pro- 


motion in the Ways of Godlineſs, that you 


may obtain that; incor ruptible Loheritance, 


that will never fade away. 
I have obſerved ſome — ; . on 


| thaw: Entrance into the Ways of Reg ien, 


. 18 fervent and zealous, and greatly af. 
Red there with, like how who followed 


the Lord into the Wilderneſs, ſpoken of in 
the ſecond of Jeremiah, Gs; in. Proceſs of 


Time they have abated in their Love, and 


Serefulness and Zeal, and have at laſt far 


down in an amy by dry Form, and a Pro- 
atisfy ing themſelves, 
that they are Ana or reckon'd amongſt 


ö e of true Profeſſors, without la- 


bouring to be acquainted with the Root of 


Lite in themſelves; and ſo come to Meetings 
ant Places of religious Worſhip, but are 
greatly unconcerned as to their ſpiritual Em- 


provement, and the Exerciſe of that live- 
ly Faith, wherein the Ri ighteous in all 

proached to the ja and 2 
ed. Him. theſe are they, Who ferſa 


"ks ” 


* 


Wy 


to. —_ 6 TROTY Cifterns, chat will not 
hough Egg and'Refreſh- 


hold Mater: T 
ments and Doctrines 
or diſtil as tho 


May drop as the Rain, 
' ſmall Dew, it's no ſooner | 


ken than forgotten by thoſe careleſs Prcker 1 


ſors: And whereas, had they. been deli. 
gent in the Lord's Work, they might 
have grown in Faith, and Holineſs, Tea 
in Charity, and for the Time might. have 
been Inſtrufters of others, yet have they 


need to return to the Firft Principles of a 


Chriſtian Li 


„not being come to the 


Foundation. | of Dr act from dead : 


Works. 
3 veſpetd | 


to ſuch Profeſſors as theſe 


my Spirit hath been often concerned, 1 | 
have —— their Eſtate, and in Faith- 
fulneſs often cautioned them, to be zea- 

and to ſtrengthen What remains, to 
— Eye. ſalvs that they may ſee, and Gold 


lous, 


tried in the Fire that they may be rich; how 


far my Labour hath been effeRual, to the 


Recovery of any of them, God knows: But 


L leave with them the foregoing Admoni- 


tion, which, if it falls into the Hands of 
any ſuctilukewarm Ones, I deſire they 


lay it to heart, which may prove of font 5 


to their Souls, when, as to Bodily Preſence, 
TL ay be removed. 


"FN Some 
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Some there are who have ſometimes: felt 


the Operation of God's Grace, and it hath 


been delectable to them, and ſeem'd to 
grow up in them, and may be ſtill ſome- 


way diſpoſed towards thoſe things that 


are honeſt and of a good Report, but 


When they have gone from the Society and 


tthis World, have taken Poſſeſſion of their 
Minds again, and have darkened their 


Spirits to that degree, that they have loſt 


neſs, their Souls once had in approaching 
to God; and ſome have ſo frequently and 


ſo long ſuffered their Affections, and the 
Bent of their Spirits, to dwell on theſe 


temporal Delights and Cares, until they 
have loſt the very Appetite and Deſire at- 
ter a near Familiarity with the Lord, and 


by that means hive gradually grown weak 


and infirm, as to the Inward Man, that in 


proceſs of time the very Seed, God once 


ſowed in them, comes to be choaked by the 


85 Briars and Thorns that ſpring up with it: 
This is a diſmal State, and ſuch muſt, in 


the great Day, render unto him a dread- 


ful. Account, when we ſhall ſee plainly, 


of Yoo 


Meetings of the Faithful, the Cares of 
this Life, and the deceitful Enjoyments of 


f P; , , 


'' | 
(mY 


at tiwill'profit a Man nothing to have gained © 
the duhole World, and to loſe his own Soul. 
We have been invited, My. Friends, toa 
ſpiritual Banquet, The Bride ſaith, Come; 
and the Spirit ' ſaith, Come';' and thoſe that 
will, let them come, and partake' of the Ma-. 
ters of Life- freely: Chriſt ſtands at the 
Door and knocks, Why ſhould any of us 
reject or neglect his loving Invitations, by 


ſettling our Affections on th ings that are 
on the Earth? But, as a People riſen with 


him, Let us ſeek thoſe things that are above, 


where he ſits at God's right Hand. 


Caſt off therefore every M eight, all immode- 
rate Defires and Affections to Riches, Ho- 


nours, Pleaſures, or vain Glory; be content 


with the Diſtribution of God's Hand in the 


way of his Providence, without extending 
and reaching forth both thy Body and Mind, 


End of . thoſe unlimitted Appetites and 
Deſires; there is moſtly Ambition in the 


Caſe, that, having gotten this World's 


Riches, we may obtain its Honour, and that 


our Families after us may live ſplendidly,” 1 
and in Reputation, and all this is but vain 
Glory: For I have in my time ſeen Chill. 


} 


as if thou thought ſt thou could*ſt never ob- 
tain enough of this fading Earth, before thy 
Mouth be filled therewith; conſider the. 


40 am 

dren have been much! , 
both as to this World and as to that to 
| — by the Super abundance left them 
by their Parents. M3 2 N 10044632 
Whereas Truth; and Relig gion, ad the 
Fear of God, then ars the Portion of Jacob, a 
| never failing Inhtriraure; where the Bleſſing 
a God abides on them, and he provides for 

| them, comforting their Souls, and keeping 
2B them in Contentedneſs, and a holy Sub- 
miſſion to his divine Will, Who hath pro- 
miſed, That they who fear him ſhall nat want 
| . any thing that is good: It was an excellent 
Prayer of Agur, Give me neither Poverty 
wy -. a Riches, . nne with Food convenient * 
4 me. 29 2: ei dn. 
By 13 thoſe, on whom the:Loed ba h in 
his Providence wed greater ; 
I am to charge, as the Apoſtle directs, Ne 
o be High-minded; not to truſt in thoſe un- ' 
Certain Enjoyments, but inthat GOD, who 
_ = 2 us all things richly to enjoy, that they 
-- Ive and cheriſn an humble Mind, and a 
Cuhharitable Diſpoſition, that they ma y 
' _ make their Riches: ſubſervient: to: Truth 
and Religion; Thoſe will not uſe it ſo 
much to adorn themſelves, —— hy 
little and little: (not Frum ane Dip rue of 
1 EY 53 e Of 


ks 


| 18 e 


"FA 48). 


Pride to anbther, ume a "haughty Mind 

hath taken Poſſeſſion of them; = in their 
| 8 and Abundance will acknowledge 5 
od's Goodneſs, and their own mean Ori-. 


Slot” as Jacob did, reflecting on their own 


Unworthineſs, and the great Mercy of 


God done them, they will magnifie 
him, Who is e 99 VN ble his 


. 


Name for Fer. 8 * Fon \ 5 211. 
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% thoſe who ate ratet among 16 , 4 an 


? 


on that Sore ag attend our Mer Ing. 55 


Seu 10 4 15 


. 


| Recommend that, the \ way be dilige ent 
Ay in feen 


in Wait ing 7 
after Futte 8 8 that, through the 
r 


heavenly Mediator C 8 Jeſus, is convey- 
ed to the Soul, and not i in an empty 
Form, unacquainted With the Springs' of 
Love, and Life of Truth: This was the 


Fault of the Children of: Tfrael, God had 

been With their Fathers, and left 'many. 

bleſſed Teſtimonies' and N e of his 

Love: They had Borh-o 0 where God = 7 
Z 


gore. unto Tomb. and 2a "where the 
tones were laid Which i out of 
oe 7 00 of Ae, F fg git Children 


eekingethe = 


3 | 4 4 
” = 1 l 
2 = 
3 # 2 j 
x ' 


A 


Lord, they loft. the Senſe: of his Love, 
Which occaſioned. the Prophet to call on 
them, Seet the Lord and ou. ſhall live, ſeek 
0 Bethel, nor go, up. to Gilgal, I Would 
haye you ſay, on a better Bottom than Da- 


o 


tan and Abiram did to Moſes, Hatli the 
Tord ſpoken: only to our Fathers? Doth 
he not. likewiſe now ſpeak: unto us? May 
not we if we be diligent and attentive. 
hear his inward Voice and follow him, 
and thus be made Witneſſes of his won- 
derful Works, as well as they who went 

- before us? Such receive the Knowledge of 
the Truth, not only, Traditionally, but in 
time come to know the Power o that-Life 
Which is Endleſs; and thoſe are thereby en- 
abled to hold Truth, and live with it in 
Times of Trial and Exerciſe, as Well as 
- when. they are ſuxrounded with Peace and 
e 
„Spirit of the Lord, in the Hour of emp- 
is tation, which. ſhall come to try thoſe who 
e © uo 
Remember, I pray you, That the Fear of 
| the Lord is the beginning of Wiſdom; and 
2 think upon the great Bleſſings of thoſe who 
are kept in it, that it may always dwell 
uůVpon your Spirits, in your Buying, and Sell. 
ing, and Eating, and Drinking, 27 3 


e „ . 
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whatever you are concerned about; then f 
your Aſſociates and Acquaintance, and 
ſuch as converſe, with, you, may ſee your: 

Sincerity and Uprightneſs, that as you cank 
defraud no Man, or over-reach no Man, 
neither can you mipgle in their Exceſſes 
of Drinking, or Talking and Joking, bunt WM 
vou will have the Mark and Character o ß 
Tepeb upon you, a Converſation coupled 

with God's Fear; and. thus Joſeph, and Da 
niel, and others, were preſerved, and ob- - 

tained an honourable Eſteem in the Houſe + 
And then in all your Meetings you will 
wait for the divine Bleſſing, and the Heart- 
_ tendering Power of God that made you, 
and prepares your Sacrifices, even that.of i 

a broken Heart, and contrite Spirit, which ü 
is of great Price with the Lord, and you WW 

will not truſt to, nor.depend-on.a..bare ü 
Education, but according to the Advice Mt 

of the Evangelical Prophet, you will look 
unto Abraham Four Father, and Sarah that 
bore you, to faithful Parents and Elders; 
and above all, unto Chriſt who. redeemed 


you, whereby you will live in Fellowſhip 
With the Church and People of God, while 
ou abide in this World, and will obtain 
C ˙ La A | 
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And to thoſe Who are growing towards 
a State of Manhood, 1 teave this Count; 
Take diligent heed what Company you aſ. 


fociare wikh and frequens, for the Temp 
tations of Society inſinuate themſelyes very 


__ eaſily, I might fay, almoſt indiſcernably, 
and indeed ſo they do, to thoſe who have 
not the Eye of Faith kept open and watch- 
ful, that · they may be 25 from the 
Approaches of the Adverfary, on What ſide 
ſoever he comes: But as you are hogeſt- 
heearted, and thus heedful to your Ways, 
you will keep. on Armour of Righteoul- 
neſs, both on the right Hand, and on the 
left, chat neither the Threatnings nor Per- 
|  fecutions, nor Friendſhips; nor Flatteries 
| of the World, that lies in Wickedneſs, ſhall 
de ever able to pervert you, 
And I do further fecommend to you, 
to be careful that you follow not the Vani- 
ties of the Age in Pride and Oſtentation; 
keep pla in in your Habits and Houſes: 
Some have thought to recommend them 
ſelves by their Nibeneßs of Dreſs, G., and 
their Approaches therein to the Faſhions 
ofthe World, and have rbereby loſt Elsen 
every way, for the World would not'own 
„„ them, 
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| 7 - 
them; and thoſe who ke ept frictly to Truth * 
could hardly own: — until it's highly 
probable they have been ſlighted by hotl. 9 
n that Luſts of the Bleſh, Luſts + ot 
of the ye," and Pride of Life, are not of _ 0 
the Father, but of this World; and that 


the- 3 n nin is DR 
with God. 1 PAS. | 


— 1 . 8 | 


Ta: wchoſe dias give 0 to orheis i inor wiinaeB De. 
ſires und carnal Appetites, to the Reproach 
7 themſelves; n 1 . . _—_ ; 
e e 133 1 
ad e eee view: ins eee, 
: Fri thi en lads (Friends) it's tur „ vn 
4 little time, and Time to us will come to 
an End, and — fad will be thine Eſtate; 
who like Eſau haſt been ſelling thy Birth- 
right for a Meſs of Pottag ge, and after ward 
ſought a Place of Regenkance with Tears, 
yet could not find it: This is the Condi- 
tion af all, who give up their Aion | | 
and Wills to ——— of any thi — 
againſt the Will of God; the Judg ments o AY of 
God wall take hold on nid the ſoon- 
er you bow thereto, the better u ill it he 
with you; 1 eas you may rejoice im. 
our Iniquity for h Seaſo the Eye of the 
Lord baer baker OI and be aſſured that 
bi) a Hangs 8 
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« ſtrange Fonilbment will overtake the 
Workers of Iniquity; and altho they may 
act their Sins in ſecret, they will be dilco- 
vered on the Houſe- top. 
Por ſome there are who may hats abe 
1 Sins from the View of Man, while others 
are more ſcandalous, making themſelves'a 
By-word and a Reproach: Theſe latter 
may indeed give more Advantage to the 
Prophane, and the Wicked to bla ſpheme 


the Truth, and to ſpeak Evil of the Way 
of God lineſs, yet if thoſe take Shame and 


Confuſion to themſelves, and become truly 


humbled, and deeply penitent before the 


Lord, they may poſſibly be ſooner reco- 
vered and reſtored to ſome Degrees of 
Mercy, than thoſe miſerable Wretches, 
who go on in Tranſgreſſing and Re- 
belling againſt God's good Spirit, and if 

they can but hide from the View of Man, 
they regard not the All- piercing Eye of the 
Almighty, and fo hiding their Iniquity in 
their Boſoms, loſe the Benefit they might 
obtain by a bublick Shame, Which I:be- 
| lieve may have been a Means for the Reco- 

very of ſome: ts a Senſe: of their Condi- 
tion. 10 Fro TN BI 17 J N £336 v2 
But it's ſure, al look: 2 5 3 5 


and mo to the ch I bave 
4 (aid 


_ 
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(ſaid the Apoſtle) told you of them often, 
and nom tell you, even weeping, They are Ene- 
mies to the Croſs of Chriſt, whoſe God is their 
Belly: They glory in their Shame, and 
their Minds are in earthly Things, and their 


End will be Deſtruction, unleſs they un- 


feignedly repent." BY 
Theſe are Spots in our Feaſts of Chari- 

ty, but T have this Satisfaction, that as the 
Lord hath made way for it, I have dealt 


plainly with them, and leave behind me 


this Caution for their Peruſal. I have in- 
deed: ſometimes queſtioned whether my 
Behaviour hath been always attended with 
that Severity that hath ſeemed needful to- 
wards them, but becauſe ſome, who have 
been prevailed on and carried away, are 


not, I hope, totally dead in Sins; I would, . 


if poſſible, a little ſweeten ſuch, and not 
by an abſolute Strangeneſs ſer their Minds 
againſt me, and the Doctrine I might 
ſometimes deliver, in relation to their Con- 
dition, thinking it my Duty to endeavour 
their Reſtoration in a Spirit of Meekneſs, 


o 


conſidering my ſelf, leſt L alſo might be 


tempted. os ee eee ee RES 
I would not have any who would ſeem 


*% 


zealous for Reformation, and preſs Things 
hardly upon others, to give to themſelves 
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as 1 a PE The it may be, Another 


way; tor though Intemperance and Drun 


enneſs are really Contrarieties to the pure 


Religion, as alſo Pride in Apparel, & c. yet 
15 ** is all Fraud, crafty and equivocat- 
| peeches, and Double-dealing i in Trade 
* — x fry and all exceſſive Cares and 


worldly Mindedneſs, that I would have 


none, whilſt they inveigh againſt Pride, in 


Houle and Habit, to retain it in their own 


Hearts, nor to run into Covetouſneſs, or, 
whilſt they exclaim againſt Exceſs, to let 
Ambition ſway their Souls, but equally 


{hun all Appearance of Evil, and to hate 
the Garment ſpotted with the Fleſh; for 


tho ſome Sins may be more ſcandalous. — 


the Eye of Men, by reaſon of an infamo 


Character fixed upon them, other Sad ran 
| be equally as, or more, dangerous, whilft 


the ! 15 hid 1 in the Be,; as before 


| hinted. 


I know he Upright cannot juftike ei- 


ther of thoſe, but carry Judgment againſt 
them all, in their Lives and Geſtures as well 


as Words: I. do therefore tenderly adviſe 


5 all, as well the proud Phariſee as the pro- 
phane Publican, to break off their Sins by 


Repentance, and, like the prodigal Son, to 
return to * Father's * e 
N eir 


2 2 . 
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their Profeſſion well but. ageravate their Wl 
Account, in the Day when they muſt a: 8 
pear before the Judgment-Seat of Chriit, al 
where an innocent. Life, and a clear Cot _ 
ſcience will plead more for us than the 8 
Greatneſs of Alexander, or all the Trea- "of 
ſures of Egypt. i 


To the Poor in an ond thoſe wh = 
and thirſt after Righteouſneſs. 5 


OV are Babes of the Birth 1 . 
in whom Chriſt lives, and your Trea- 
fare i is in Heaven, altho' in this World you 
may be in Heavineſs through manifold 
Temptations; it's the Way your Fore-fa- 
thers and Fredeceſſors e 50 the = 
Kingdom'of God.. 
| ?Therators be not diſcouraged, nor * 
in your Minds, the Day of your Delive- 
rance draweth nigh; Chriſt your Fore- run-— 
ner is gone before, to prepare a Place for 
you; altho? you may have had the Lot of 
Laxaras here, you'll obtain the Well-ſpring 
of Life hereaſter; it's dangerous to have 
all our good Things f in this Life, and we 
cannot be Heirs of two Kingdoms: Moſt 
People loſe themſelves in a kind of Stupi - 
Up and carnal; OO and while they are 
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cumbred about many Things, neglect the 


one Thing needful, the better Part, that 
cannot be taken away. Bleſſed are you that 
mourn, ſa id our Lord, you ſhall be comforted : 


There are 4 Multirude of Promiſes to 
this State, throughout the Holy Scriptures, 
to the humble, the poor, the contrite in 
Heart; the Lord will dwell in them, he 
will walk in them, he will revive the Spi- 
Tits of the humble, and the Hearts of his 
bowed-down Children. 5 


* oy * «vt U C - 


And indeed it's needful, thoſe low hy. 


minded Chriſtians ſhould meet with rhe 
Supports of God's Spirit, and the hleſſed 


Promiſes of the Goſpel | Who "otherwiſe 


mamight be apt to be ſwallowed up with 

_ - ever much Sorrow; the Enemy who is as 

\ © cunning a Serpent as ever, When he can no 

longer exalt or puff up the Creature, he la- 

bours then on the other Hand to deſtroy 
our Hope, and to caſt down our, Confi- 


dence, and to perſwade us there is no 


Help for us in God.; infomuch, as many 


have been apt, with Sion of old, to ſay, The 


Lord hath' forgotten,” my God hath forſaken 


me: This Cohdition ſeems deſolate; and 
here tlie Enemy makes uſe of his fiery 
Darts; you would do well at ſuch a Sea- 


bon to remember, that though a Mother 


may forget her Child, God will not for- + va 
get you; you are graven upon the'Palms _ WM 
of his Hands, and your State 1s very much 9 ; 
regarded by him. Did poor Souls but ſe: 
how much the Lord loves them, eve. th = 
this dejected Condition, and how he is 4 
hereby bringing down Pride, and teach- 
ing them Humility, and exalting the bleſ- 
ſed Government of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
they would hope more and fear leſs, and 
ſay with one of old, Is the Lord, let hin 
do whatever he ſess ſiiit. 
By thoſe Paths, God hath brought, .and- 
is bringing many to a peaceable Habitati- 
on, and a quiet reſting Place, here they 
are devoted to his divine Will, Whether 
they enjoy Plenty or ſuffer Want, whether 
Sickneſs or Health, whether Life or Death, 
and will, with reſigned Spirits, ſay to him, 
Thy Will be done in Earth as it is in Heauen- 
KW Its but a little while, and as you perſiſt in 
the Holy Faith, your Croſſes will be turn- Ul |; 
joy ments, your Poverty to durable Rich?! 
es, and your Mourning into Rejoiceings 
before the Throne of God, and the Lamb, 
and that for ever and ever: And I there- 
fore leave this Counſel with you; caſt not Wl 
away your Confidence, which hath a great 1 
Recompence-of Rewarxcccg . Wo 
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To yoa'who are as Elders and Overſeers in the 
Church, and among ſt the People of God. 


Dear Love ſalutes you, , eſpecially - 
1 thoſe who rule well, whom I count 
worthy: of double Honour; I know the 
Growth of many of you, is much beyond 
mine, and I had more need to take Coun- 
ſel from, than give it to ſuch; yet, as be- 
mg about to leave you, I would leave ſome 
Token of my Love with you, Which, 1 
hope, will not be unacceptable to thoſe 
who know from whence it ſprings, 
I I ſhall begin with ſomewhat of the Ad- 
vice of a worthy Apoſtle; the Elders that 
are amongſt you I exhort ; feed the Flock 
ak God freely, willingly, not as Lords 
over God's Heritage, but be good Exam- 
ples to the Flock, then when the Chief 
Shepherd appears, you will receive a 
Crown of Chari you had need ſet this 
Cron always in your View, that in Faith 
and Hope you may Labour in the Lord's 
Work, and wait on him, from whom 
heavenly Wiſdom and Counſel comes, and 
ask it of him, who gives liberally to ſuch, 
and upbraideth none. nr 
For as one obſerved of old, Wiſdom is 


a gray Head unto Men, and an 6 
\ A | 3 | Is te 


[SY 


red Life' is old Age; and true Elderſhig 
is that which is not meaſured by length 
of Vears barely, although we muſt allow, 
that ſuch as have long walked in tlie Ways 


of Holineſs, grow in Knowledge, and in 


Experience beyond Novices, and may he 
more acquainted with the Subtilty of the 


Adverſary, and may have a further Sight 
of the Depths of Satan ; yet the right Qua- 


lification is, the pouring forth of the Spi- 
rit : This fitted for the Work of the Mini- 
ſtry, and this prepares Peopl 
ſeers and Elders, that they may Rule 
well in the Houſe of God; and when the 
Lord took of the Spirit chat was upon Mo- 


ſes, and placed it on the Elders, they were 


bl wh enabled to judge the Lord's Peo- 
bie when "oy n t rough the Wilder« 


* it be femembred, ey Wer 


Men fearing God, and hating Covetouſ- 

neſs: Theſe excellent Qualifications dwelt 
on ſuch | Perſons, whom the Lord thus con- 
cerned in his Church; it hath been an Er- 
ror of ſome Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, to 
chuſe their Elders and Biſhops, by reaſon 
of ſome natural or accidental Advantages, 
which hath proved a great Detriment to 
Religion ; ſome 1 it ma Ne have been cho4 
— lor their Eſtates, or Famailles, ſome for 
C 2 their 
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7T- -, thei Learning and Reputation of Know- 
ledge, ſome for their quick Wits and vo- 
lubilry of Expreſſion; it is not ſo amongſt 

us, tho ſome of thoſe Things may be ſer- 
vn in their Places, being kept in 
Subjection to the Fear of Go „ but, I 
hope, my Friends, Fathers and Sedona, 
whip as Elders and Overſeers are Exerciſed 
in the Affairs of the Church, will princt- 
pally regard their being endued with the 
aforeſaid Qualifications of the Spirit, liv. 
ing in the Fear of God, and hating Cove- | 
touſneſs, Pride, and every evil Way. | 
It's a great Advantage and Ornament 
to ſuch to be of peaceable Spirits; Wiſ⸗ q 
dom that comes from above, is firſt pure, F 
then peaceable, gentle, c. Theſe will A 
endeavour . to heal the Breaches of the | 
Daughter of Sion, and will be far from D 
th 
th 


promoting Parties and Factions; the Wiſ⸗ 
dom aforeſaid is without Partiality, as | 
well as without Hypocriſie ; It was a ſe- 
vere Rebuke that the Lord's Servant gave 7 
the Jews, When he ſaid, Their Prophets 
were Foxes, they did not * up the Heage 
for the Houſe 95 Iſrael, nor ſtand in the d 
Breach; whereas thoſe, whom. the Lord 
qualifies and appoints for that Service, they 
ſtudy Peace, and Reconciliation, and the I th 
demowins. Diſcords and Diviſions on e 1 
5 2 8E Þ ; C 


hy 


—— — 


/ 


Account? ſoever, and obtain that great 
Bleſſing to be called Children of God-. 


Yet it's not deſigned hereby to quench 


* 


the Spirit, and to jumble Profeſſors toge- | 


OY 11 * 2 ö Fe 45 E 7 ; 
ther, and under a pretence of maintain- 


ing Peace, to let fall dur Teſtimony agaibſt 


Tranſgreſſion; but we muſt deal plainly, 


and judge faithfully, and paſs Condemna- 


tion too, cn the Filthy and Fraudulent, 
the Proud and Wanton, -and all the Work- 


ers of Iniquity, that they may be noted 


not to have Fellowſhip with them, as 
directed by the Lord, eſpecially when 


they'll not hear the Church, and yet he. 


was meek and low in Heart und propo- 
ſed himſelf a Pattern to us, therein as a 
Means to find Reſt unto our Souls. 

Dear Triends, whether concerned in 
Doctrine or Diſcipline, let your Eye be to 


the Lord, the great Fountain of Wiſdom, 


chat being endued by him, you may ſpeak 
a the Oracles of God; or if am Man Mini. 


* 


fter , be may do it as of the e God giu- | 
eth, that He in all Things may be glorified 


through Jeſus Chriſt: And this will bring 
down the: Mind, where Self ſhall” be er 


no Reputation, but you ſhall think it Ho- 


nour enough to be ſincerely concerned in 
the Labonr of the Truch, and in the Ser. 


vice of God, and his Church, Who will 


1 38 ) "A 


noe. be your Shield; and e a exoceding 


To te 1 RL E D in ee 


M: H. 1 8 1 have obſerved, in A: pretty 
long Courſe. of Time, there hath 


been a great Defe& OE ſt Mankind in 


ſeeking after the Kingdom of Heaven; 


there hath been much Earneſtneſs and Paſ. 


ſion in ſeeking Riches, Honours and Plea- 


: ſures, according to their ſeveral prevailing 


Inclinations; but we may almoſt complain 
with the Prophet, None ſaith Where is the 


Lord? Jer. 2. 6, 8. 


This hach been Cauſe of Lamentation 
and Sorrow to the Upright, that not w ithi- 


ſtanding God's Call is unto People, and he 
is inviting them by his Grace and Spirit in- 


 wardly, and by the Teſtimonies of his 
Servants ſounded, in their Ears, yet moſt 
Feople ſeem. as it were deaf to all thoſe In 
vitations, and altogether unconcerned there- 


at, like thoſe in the Parable, who made 


Fact when they Were invited to the 


W. oper, one went to his Farm, ano- 
ral * his Merchandize, yet it may be 


People read or hear daily or weekly What 
1 befel theſe negligent Ones, but little conſi- 
Ader it's their on Caſe: I ſhould be glad 
fol bo ace an ee to awaken any of 


thoſe 


— — 


— ———— A v — 


"wy. 


| thoſe; 1 90 are thus aſleep i in a dna 1 
rity; ſome can honeſtly, withthe Apoſtle, 
By Ils not any Man's. Silver, or Gold, or 
parel, they have ſought after, but the Good 5 
# the Souls of the Children of Men. | 
We. my indeed acknowledge, ſome 
\ have taken upon them to be Inſtructers 
and Teachers of ſpiritual Things, for baſe 
and low. Ends, as are all covetous and am- 
bit ious Deſigns; ſome would get into the 
Prieſts Office toobtain: a Morſel of Bread, and 
ſome undertook to propheſie hen tlie Lord 
did not ſend them, bur theſe did not Profit 
the People at all: N — are you like to 
obtain any religious or f Tire Advantage, 
by ſuch as ſeek themſelves, their own Ho- 
nour, or Intereſt, more than our. blefſed 
Lord Chriſt Jeſus, who, though he fits at 
the. right Hand of the Father, yet he is 
near to you, viſiting y our Souls by his Spi- 
ri and Grace, he is iar N on 
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ou, to turn from ever EN , Unto the 
Fir God that forme ou; ſo 8 t 1 Jorg | 
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4 do therefore leaye Ns as Counſel, to 
"thoſe who may live after me, Not to 40% pile 
5 negl let his Tnſpeaking. Wzotce, Which too ma- 
ny have « dong, to their eternal Ruin; He, 
"that ſhall not hear len to this Prophet, ſa id Mo- 
1 be cut off. fr from m the People of . God: 
His Word i is quick 62 opel of a Diſ- 
cerner of the 'houghts and Intents. of the 
Heart. If. People Were a little more ſedu- 
lous to inſpect. What is in themſelves, and 
the ſecret Convictions of God's Spirit, they 
; would; then be better acquainted with the, 
Voice of; Chriſt ſpeaking to them; they 
will own and allow, that the Devil (and 
15 is a Spirit too, and a wicked one) 
tempts them, he moves and incites them to 
all Iniquity; eh as When a Male- 
faQtor 1 is arraigned, they fay in his Indict- 
maent, Lhat, 25 ing moved of the Devil, he 
; did ſach, a ee AM; here they allow, 
that the Evil Spirit calls on Ped ople that 
moyes Inwardly ; Why ſhould, not you 
likewiſe, believe, that the Spirit of God 
moves there? It would be indeed a miſera- | 
ble wicked World, „Vorſe than it yet is, 
(though it be too £60 bad already. ) if the E 
great God had left the Workmanſhip of his 
Hand, the moſt noble Part of it, at haſt f 
here below, open to all the Invaſic ons, 
Hops and Calls of the. evil Spirit, 2 bad 
R 


| „ 
„ 
not afforded unto us Power, thro his Light 
and Grace, to diſcern, reſiſt and avoid or 
oyercome him: But, bleſſed be his holy 
Name, He hath laid: Help upon one that is 
Mighty; He hath ſent his Son to bleſs. an 
turning every one, of, us from the\Evil of our 
Ways; The Law of the Spirit of Life, .in 
Chriſt - Jeſus, hath. made me free, ſaid the 
Apoſtle, from the Law of Sin and Death: 
Thereforè let none be. diſheartned, but 
| look. to the Lord, he will renew your 
Strength, and will; cauſe your Souls to 
mount Heaven ward, Being riſen with 
Cc hriſt, you will ſeek things that are above. 


But moſt People are very careleſs and 

ſtupid as to theſe Matters, and ſatisfie 
themſelves to hear tell of it, poſſihly once in 

the week, by the Preachers of their ſeveral 
Societies, but they are few that make Ap- 
plication home, that | purchaſe, the Field 
where this divine Treaſure is, and that 
"if People minded heavenly things. more 
and the Pleaſures, Glory and Gaieties of 


this World leſs, they might {ce more of the 


* 


Kingdom of God, and have Fellow ſhip 


— 


* 


em, as our Lord faid, and He would, reign 
#n their Hearts, hefe Dominion and his 
Kingdom will never havean End. 12 


- 
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| There- 


ä 
Therefore be not as the Beaſts that pe- 
Tiſh, who mind be what they eat and 

drink, and have neither Faith toward, nor 

Knowledge of, the Divine Giver: But draw 

Je niph to him, and he will drawnigh anto you ; 

ſeek him while he may be found: Thoſe who 

rejected his Calls, and would have none of his 

"Counſel, he laughed at their Calamity, aud 

mocked when their Fears came on them, Prov. 

1. Whereas ſuch as turned at his Reprooſs, he 

poured ont his Spirit on them, and made known 

his Ways unto them: In which (you may 
depend on it) is more true and laſting 

Fleaſure, and Soul- ſatisfaction, than can 

be in the Luſts of the Fleſh, Luſts of the 

Eye, or Pride of Life: And however ſome 

may comfort themſelves in thoſe things, 

Which are not f "the Father, but "of this 

World; yet will they find the End theredf more 

bitter than Wormwood, and ſharp as a Two-edged. 

+ God hath not left himſelf without a Wit- 

neſs, He gives Rain from Heaven, and his 

Works of Creation teſtifie of him; this Law 

zin the Heart bears ,witneſs againſt the 

Tranſgreſſour thereof, and this Witneſs, 

Judge and Tribunal he can never fly from ; 

but Tribulation and Anguiſh will be the 
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. 
then to demean ourſelves. perpetually in 
| the View: of our Judge, and this great 
Witneſs of our Thoughts as well | as 
Deeds: This is the } Condenination 0 the 
World, that Light is come into the Moria, 
and Men | Love: (Darkneſs rather than Light 


becauſe their Deeds are Evil: And though 

this might have Relation to that outward 

and: hleſſed Appearance of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, yet it relates alſo to him as he is 

the Hidden Man in the Heart; The Word of 

God, which is quich und powerful ; Jie Dife 
cerner of the Thoughts uud Intent of all 
c Big: ons 

The Conſideration of theſe things I leave 

to you, and deſire you may do it effectually, 

that the Benefit may be yours, it will be a 
valuable Treaſure to thoſe who lay hold on 

it, and happy will they be who-retain it: 

I have an Hope, through the never-failing 
Mercy of God, to meet thoſe in the hea- 
venly Manſions, which our Lord prepares 
for thoſe who faithfally follow him. 

©, 1 mightenlarge this my Counſel, by en: 
tering into ſundry Particulats, but am un- 

| - willing to be tedious, the rather ſeeing not 

only Sis Particulars are occaſionally ſcat- 
| tered through this preſent Writing, but in 
ſome other Epiſtles already publüfed, and 
Vhich may be publiſhed in due time, I 6885 
VC a ENG en ea: 


(4) 
1 to inculcate like G 517052 But I 
alſo kno, that as you hearken tothe inward 
; divine Monitor here recommended, = 

will learn to demean yourſelves with 80 
_ ety, Juſtice: and Godlineſs, and not ſpend 

your precious Time wantonly, but, Hat 


the Garment 7 otted with the Fleſh, will ab- 
ſtain alſo from Exceſs of Meats and 


Drink, Plays and Games, and ſuch idle Pa- 
ſtimes of all ſorts, and from all Tranſports 
of Anger and Wrath, from Clamour and 


Evil-fi peaking, and, Auiſtead of worldly- 


minded, vou will become ſpiritually- mind 
ed, and obtain Lafe and Peace for ever 
Vin che Wa. 18 ee e! 
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Advices herein contained, «pon all thoſe” con- 


teerned, that the) may lay hold of Eternal 22 
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In Witneſs, of this: ay Grod-wil and he 
| Teſtimony fore going, I hereunto ſet my. 
. \Handgithis-29th Day 12 ay e e 
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er: Children,i!; 10! ot 9G 2k 
] T is the undoubted Duty of every Chri- 

1 ſtian to do allithe' Good he can, whe- 
ther in reſpect of his Service or Worſhip 
of the great God, our continual Benefac- 

tor, or in reſpect to his Fellow Creatures: 

From theſe' Principles many good Coun- 

ſels have been in ſundry Ages given forth, 

which it would do well their Succeſſors 
might carefully obſerve and follow ; and it 
is not with Deſign to out-do what has been 
done, or to add any thing new or more 
excellent, that J ſet Pen to Paper: But in 
the firſt Place, to acknowledge the Almigh- 
ty's Goodneſs to me, during a Courſe of 
pretty many Years; and, ſecondly, to 
leave this Advice to you, who may Suc-. 
ceed me, that you may not only have the 
Benefit of my Living Teſtimonies and 
Counſel, but that you may have this to 
look upon and conſider of, when it hall 
pleaſe God to remove me from you; it 
may poſſibly tend to the ſtirring up your 
Minds, by way of Remembrance, and may 
be an Entertainment to yeu, at ſome va- 
Wo 5 cant 
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cant or leiſure Hours, more profitablet than | 


that of vain Books or Romances. + / © -- 


You are not to expect here any curious 
Method in diſpoſing the following Coun- 
_ fel, but, I hope, you will read the godly 
_ Concern of a tender Parent, and ſome!'of 
thoſe. Things I have been deeply inſtructed 
by the Spirit of the Lord, en have draun 
rom the Courts of God's Houle, and by 
abiding in his holy Tabernacle. 10 

In the firſt Place therefore, I renderly ad- 
viſe you, that in all Caſes of God's Wor- 
ſhip, as well as in reſpe& of your Conduct 
amongſt the 2 5 —5 of Men, as alſo to. 
wards your own Bodies, that you ſtrictly 
adhere unto that Inward and Heavenly 
Teacher that God hath given to you, that 
wonderful Counſellor that will never leave 
you, nor forſake you, if you do not forſalxe 
him; but tho' you may eat Bread of Ad- 


verſity, he will not be removed into a Cor- 


ner, but your Eye of Faith, your inward 
Eye ſhall ſee him. Tis him of whom Mo- 
| ſes ſpoke, and Paul ſpoke, when they faid, 
This Word is not fur from thee, that thou 
ſhould'ſt ſay, Who {ball aſcend into Heaven, 
or only ſhed deſcend or go beyond the e. to 
bring it to thee; it's * in thy Heart, 
_ and, in thy Mouth, oak. thou mayꝰſt 1 
31189 


1 


4 


, 
do it, and Hig It's that Grace that brings 
Salvation, that, teaching to reſiſt Ungodli- 
nels and Luſts, ſhews how to live foberly, 


righteouſly and godly in this preſent evil 
World. 5 


And indeed, were the Sons and Daugh- 
ters of Men diligently attentive unto this 
Divine Oracle, or Word of God? Did they 
love it's Teſtimonies, delight in it's Pre- 
cepts, long for it's Judgments, as David 
in the 19th Pſalm, much of our Labour 
might be ſaved of giving forth Inſtructi- 
ons for the Conduct of your Lives; for 
this would certainly lead you where your! 
End would be everlaſtingly happy, and in 
your Way towards it you would be ſweet- 
ly ſuſtained by the Cordials of divine Love, 
your Bread would be ſure, and your Waters. 
never fail. 

But ſuch is the Perverſeneſs of Man' ly 
Will, and ſo many the Temptations of 
the Devil, who ſaid, Our Name is Legion, 
for we are many; that the far greater Part 
of. Mankind refuſe the Invitations of the 
Lord, reſiſt his Holy Spirit, and kick at) 
his Reproofs ; the End of whom-you may 


read, in the firſt of. Proverbs, as alſo how: 
he pours out of his Spirit, and makes known: 
his Ways, to to an as turn at eas 
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It might take up abundance of time to 
kay open the various Mazes and Errors the 
World wander in, through this Confedera- 
cy betwixt Man's deceitful Heart and our 
greateſt Enemy, to the drawing them from 
under the Law, the Light and Dire&ions 
of God's Spitit ; but to touch on ſomefew,' 
there are Honours ,' Riches and Pleaſüres ä 
1 of this World; the Wills of Men are too 
| apt tobe captivated by, and fo very. dili. 
gent are they in hearkning to the Calls of 
theſe, that they have not Room nor Atten- 
tion to hear the Lord, and his Knocking! at 
the Doors of their Hearts; ; nay, their 
Hearts are ſo taken up with the vitible En- 
joyments of this World, that they neglet 
the inviſible Injoyments of God's Peace, 
and the Reward promiſed, Which is OF 
5 L. ever more. 
Wu. 1 hope your own Obſervation 11 ave 
pypou to ſee, with what Zeal, what Ferven- |} 
cy, what Paſſion, theſe things are followed 
after; how from it comes the great Miſ- 
cheifs of Wars and Fighting, of Strife and 
Contention, of Uneaſineſs and Diſcontent, 
with which the Lives of poor Poeple are 
_ racked, and whereby many end there erer EE BY 
in Deſpair; whereas God's Ways, rightly 
underſtood and lived in, are Ways of Plea- 
Jantneſs, and ag bis Paths are Peace. 
pp 


{ 


fas 


«Now: * way of wandring * called; i 
the broad Way that leads to Deaths I hope 


you will be the better pleaſed inks theſe; 
tew Advices that tend to the keeping you in 
the narrow Way thar leads to Life, in which 
there will be need of Watchfulneſs, that 


| Nn may not be prevailed upon by the Vios 
ence : 


of your Adverſary, nor ſurprized by 


his Stratagems, nor catched by any falſe pe- 
lift ſedfaſtly 
in the Ways 801 Godlineſs, TT obtain the 
End of the l Which ! is Feace with | 


riſhiag: Delight, but may per 


God for e 4 Hoi a+ i tax; 


4 
4 


their Inſide, how it is lacerated and torn by 


Paſſion; what Work- Envy and other Vice 


Ea there, 1 am cConlndent vou would ne- 


ver deſire to be in the Condition of ſuch. 
It's a great Happineſs to be fatisfied in our 
own State, 2 —— ging or repiningat all a” 


at the Advantages of others, and ſo robbing; 
our Souls of Peace: There are many of thoſe 


who ſeem proſperous, yet cannot obtain this : , 
Jewel of Internal Peace; there are always 


ſome abovè them, 3 not the Benefit 
of what the 


1 "tft | 


29 


3 avoid Ambien and # 
i e e le meg Ra: 
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ar. gay: 
and flouriſhing ; but could you but beheld 


ey poſſeſs, but are e ober hun 5 
5 aſi . 
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wherein they meet many and greet. Dil 
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pointments, ſo that ey paſs their 9 


Anxiety; and often conclude them witli Sor- 


row; Whereas thoſe, who live contented 
with the Providence of God, Without Eavy, 
without Ambition, aud a Train ef Diſcon- 


tents, obta in the Bleſſing: of the Meek, and 
ſo come to inherit the Farth. ue 


To this End, ſeek; not great rear; Things 10 


your felves, as was. the Propher Advice 


to Baruch. Propoſe to your ſelves a Eiving 


low, and whatever God gives you a this 


5 World, be ſure to live within compaſs, not 
launching out into the J 5 and: Gandi- 
neſs of » i a „how many ſoever their Ex- 


not exceed ing in the Hu- 
mour of Bess and Bravery, in Furniture 


bh and Servants, and particularly i in gratifying 


your Bellies with mach and. coſtly Viands. 


low have I beheld fome that 3 id done, 
until they have run out all, and more than 


all, and made themſelves at laſt ridiculo 


Nay, which is worſe, they have been there- 


by diſabled from paying; their juſt Debts, 


and in a little time I have beheld; fuch: Ob. 
jects. of ſeeming Admiration, berome the 


Secorn of the Multitude, and chuſe Who kept 
| N22 fine — . Servants cen all 


5 3 


| 


calinot pay for che Hit, 70 aer ae. 
| have 
had, 5. in your Parents,” may de a Means 
to induce you to another Courſe of Liſe, who - 
delighted not to make a Pigure, and but t] 
owe no Man any thing, but to love one An | 
ther, to make their Accounts even with all, k 


4 
Wn 1 . Kripr of all; and em. 


merly admired them, will ſcaroely 


rear Miſery is, many poor labouting 
Men have been undone by them, w 
Goods they have taken on Credit, and now 


./Dhe-more immecliate Examples you 


and wich all ſpeed; to do juſtly andupright- 


1y by all People, that they might live quiet. 
IJ in this World, and go com 1 
i at laſt; Theſe. will, 1 hope, prevail n 


you to follaw their Steps, that vou may ne- 


ver be involved in thoſe many Miſeries tha 
attend on the Luxurious, the Ambitious ant 
High mindel, the Careleſs and's 1 


aid thoſe who would be Rich, yet 
laudable Methods, and io fall b _ 
Snares. 


T-arther recciianine! 10 you; 10 bun . 


Idleneſe, a and ro ſpend your time in forme 


_ uſeful Employment, which will contribute 
to your Health, and render” Time leſs tedi- 
N Jdlenefs 1 i tue ER _— 


- ſelves. reduced ſo do-, 'that-chbſe . br 
or 

l E. them, if to be avoided: Bat ano- 
ther N 


comfortably” out of 


pead:tlirift, 


rakemot 


Levy 

the Ground and Bottom of ſome: Diſeaſes; 
falls the Mind with Thou chtfulness, nou- 
riſheth Melancholy and Vapours: Ho- | 
many labour ibous Perſons ſcarcely know. the 
Aſſaults of theſe Diſeaſes, which eaſi V OVEr- 
take the Idle; others they learn to be Goſ. 
ſippers, and more full of News than a Gas- 
rei, talking of their. Neighbours, to the ſtir- 
„ ring up of Strife and Debate, till their Con- 
| -verfation-becomes- a Burden. Such Compa- 
ny and 3 J need not much warn 
vou againſt „not having obſerved your 
Inclinations to tend that way, but as you 
obſerve to keep your ſelves uſefully employ- 
ed, ſuch Vermin- will be excluded; from 
your Habitations : Remember the Com- 
mendation of : Dorcas in the Ads, when the 
Poor brought forth and ſhewed the Coats 

3 „ ne made for them. Gi e 
Let would I not you ſhould: do ought of | 
diauat Kind for Oſtentation, but for Charity, 
and mind that, where God gives much he 
requires much; therefore, if the Lord cauſe 
K - your:Riches to "increaſe, you muſt the more 
= contribute to thoſe that are in Want; p 
ou may find honeſt, induſtrious Objects ſuf- 
5 l beſtow. your overplus on: For 1 
would not have you give to maintain Pride, 
and Intemperance, and Lewdneſs; yet if 
_ _ under *  Neteſlity, chey 


muſt 
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be wiſe be helpe 


bled ge obtaining a comfortable Lixeli- 


take cave: that 


he hath-hitherto given you, 


you deſpond not 2 oopes Spirits; elt „us 
he! careth 4 Yoke, Re⸗ hes 
member how TJerdl was expoſed at; Bethel; . 
When he had ny the Stones to lap lie Heck 


ths n him, for 


on; he enjeyed, rhen the glonicusq Vi 


11 the Lord's 'Promile 10 cats for, hin ww 
a, a Condition "May better. 95 ſuit _ 
yp 3 = 
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the Health of our: Souls, + Tt 
E of. 0 Lyric Posts 11 
cui deus obtulit para gut 
Une: thus ese 5) 7 187 It vil. 


tient, with 4 ſperiaꝝ Hanks hath! ik | 


elif TI5HBOW 7 En 3100 1 elf Elis 212 ; 1% al 8 
God's peculiar People have. nat often had: "7 
Fee 
S0 1 Pa eye, as, yon avoid 
xcels and Ambition, and duxuriqus Liv. 


cauſe to boalt of ctheincTe 


all; Exc 
Y is you wi 0 e Want; 


Yom ol | | but 


— is But your arise . 
nl Ha muſt be- extended to the Members 
of Chriſt, and ſuch as, through Age and sick. 
ness, and Vialencs of Perſecutors, are diſa - 
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But iR it ſhould ſo happen, that the Lord . 
ſhould with-holdtheBleſhngofPlenty,which = 


1s A 100 tw f li ni Poing bios S 


| 1 fee. 40 whom the Bounty of Hronen, Q.-, 3 


; but this Cation t 


together for Good, to thoſe that fear * 


| tends-you,- 


: his divine Will, we comè forth of them 

Sold purified i in the Fire, with our Affe i- 
ons che mh weaned from te 

To ing Enjoyments: Theſe may be called Goc 8 


2 prize: hüm and adore Ao 
| ſkeayors, 8 and>Wicked and In- 


0 54 ö 
h edful 
(mould it 1 


that y you 
oſe your 


Courage; but in al} dark 420 diſmal Seafons 


may rely upon, and truſt in the Power of the 
Almighty; who cauſes all Things to work 


Fee e eee 

n like: Minne; W bills Afflig on at 
do not fink under it, nor an 

your Confidence, but ſo In 


way give up 


the more let your Truſt in God be renewed ; 

theſe may be 
mige of Gols ſending; gh Some of 
ms procuring; Third bring 


be termed of three Sorts, to fay, 


c felves, and theſs may be all f im: 

— ol Ou, Benefit, if we make a right 

| of-thein N As, Pleff; FThoſe of God's 

3 as ave ſome Diſeaſes,” and Sickneſ: 
i Led ef Children, C. they ure Sca- 

6 ; anck ifowe" quietly ſubmit 5 | 
| Rt 


temporal and fd. 


Jewels, and his People hereby Eee 


eat Love. 
m Men, as Per- 


-Secondly,,- "AMictions- 


OR" 5 

. e 1 
a ACLUAF 

Him, co l NY Rn The 


"more brig? 
"nearer 


Fives 
"them 
| "The Witked ceaſe fron thbidblins, | pd where wea- 


) Souls ure af Re. Thirdly; But theworlt 


ort of Troubles are thoſe; People bring up- 
| 85 themſelves, b by heir own Paſſions and car- 
e s;'b "their Vices and riotous 
ee vi p „An 1 A; 

7 Aifmaf Bate, © if any turn truly 


es 


Ka FIN 1 ball [0 10 Ai 
jeatly tend to the Happineſs 
of TY 1055 to mortifie your inordinate 
tes; here the fare Jewel of Content is 
"to be obtained, and no where elſay , 
this Te as wel 18 Zoe luable beyond Expreſſi 
for it will make 50% ich in all Ces e 


vod 


i a 


add p oe of the” 
Pate pop dang G Dr. 


0 ably 7 and f orderly deſired i 45 obtained; for 
* the Having war we do not defidey 
© deſiring what*we cinnöt lade, or Hm de- 


* what we ſhould not, are 'the Aren 


D n con- 


ſoſtains/ their Souls, and prepares 
8 durable Inbexitance, here 


xc this: is a hard Caſe, 


3 5 „ he Will _ merciful. to: them, he +} 
receive” Het with- Fatherly Love and 
"Kit K 1/may read in the' Parable 5 
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of -aniple;; Precepts and Counſels, 
you ma jicarefully: conform Four Li Mea 1800 
1 


ceondemn Whatever 500 h * 
pardon your Middeeds on true bebe dene 


Will fig the greateſt $0. be 0 0 
en end zo your own Heart Ay Sni. 


Wo 


4. conſiſtent; Parts; of, Infelicity, 12 1 2 2 
1* haye noother, Conſtitution. 
fore well adviſe Vong be watchful 


vera = long ſince writ. 10, amply. 24 el. 


Lentiy on that Bottom, that 1 may be e- 


ſed in my;Shortneſs,” and refer you to him, 
to read and eonſider, not for Delight, or to 
Tat ine une hut 0 treaſure, up, 1 5 
imptowe in all your, erden 2 

But above, and, beyond all other. 4 


of which many are god, and writ 3 2 4 
good Intent, I deſire you may ftudy che 
2 [Holy-Scriptures of the Prophets and Apo- 


ſtles, and particularly their Accounts 7 2 
cerning our bleſſed Lord, oe an 127 
| t 


:_ and that Jeu. 3 ay 
examine your ſelves : Call 1 Fier der 


lat vou have 8 ding that Day, and 
how iydu baye ſpent vo. precious [11me; you 
will find a judge a at Will . ar © 


ave. done, 2 and Will 


and here xvοu will. grow capable more and 


more 40 dern your, great Enemy, and 
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Thoſe, Haiah the Prophet ſpoke of, knew their 


* 
* 


| Judge, and ſaid, The Lend ir out Fudge, abe Lord 


* 78. 047 Law-giver, and King, and Saviour: And 
can you, think this any other than a glorious 
Priviledge, where God, is Judge, as he is in 
mne Conſcience? Iniquity. cannot abide, and 


Tranſgreſſion will fly before Him; and thoſe 


come to the Knowledge of him as a Law: giver 
and a Ring, who governs them, and gives 


Love as, a flowing Strem. 


o 


at's + ure P roverb, They. that Marry in haſte, re- 


% 


anners, rather than his gay Apparel and beau- 


iſh Appearance; many have tied themſelves to 


a fair Face, and found it a foul Bargainy ſuch of. 


4 


* 


fear not to engage your 
na doubt but you Will, ſpe 


* .- 


08 446.0 
times Peace as a Rrver, and the Enjoyment of bis 


| - . F : 
Ag to,your Marrying; as, I would not you | 
ou 


tentimes neglect their Wives and Children, and 

Rving high become Bankrupts; with theſe, wo. 

men ſell their quiet 25 peaceable Living for añ 

meer But if Providence give you the G. 
fer of Perſons ſober and temperate, guſt and lor. 

ing, prudent and careful, and abqve all religious, 
ſelve Swith ſuch, there is 

nd your, Time comfor» 


tahly together, and become each others Joy and 


Delight. Take carg allo, 
dx Vour Huſbang . 
Piovoke him; to be care 
prudent 
ot — . — only to him : then may have 
i! * r We 0 K, # ; r 0 2 » . 
ſufigiently the Command of his Hear, and if fa, 
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emper z never te upbraid ur 
of his Concernaz 


in your Carriage.to ne en ee 
h an entire Affection; and, forſaking all 
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+ will deny. you ve that ft or endes at 
Read over Solomon's Character of a vertuous Wo- 
man, Iwill only tell you here his x * 2 


Tongue # the Law of Kindneſs.” i 
I might inſtance ts you ſundry ter Polars of 


Moral Behaviour, but 1 hope ſhort Hints will 


ſerve, rhe rather for that'T did not fail at fit Op- 
Portunities to recommend” thoſe things to you, 
while the Lord gave me Ability; 5 an I would 
the Remembrance of it may remain with you 
whilſt yen abide in this World; and 1 know, 
that Guide, I recommended you to at firft, will 
lead you in theſe Ways of Lowlineſs, and Humi- 
lity, and Diligence, and Self. denial, fo as you 


4 may bring Glory to God, and Comfort to your 
don Souls. il 


But that which will ae IO: abun! antly fo 
your ha Living, is to ſubtnit your Wills in all 
hings to the Wilf of Him that made von; ſuch 


g do net learn this Leſſon, they generally paſs 
away their Days 


in Diſebhtent; and Unęaſineſs, 
they do as it were make War againſt Heaven, and 
are ſure to fall in the Conteſt at laſt: There is 


however 2 great Aptneſs in Man, to ſeek after the 
Faulfiling his own Will; we would be rich, and 
PDealeh 
ſſes Ge « 1 
_  anddeſpiſed; and weak; and Ob, how h 
10 deny dur ſelves; 
Auch Difficulties! What Repugnances' are” there 
zn Fleſh and Bleod! What Stri 


nee table, and ſtrong, 0 'plea- 
— ſhovle be poor, and fickly, 
el 
1 and to follow the Lori thro' 


s in Man to 


have hid own Will! But ſuch, Fa rhe '-Farned 

tthis Sudbnifſion'of Will, will lay, Since the Lord 

fo orlert it, en contents" cond be e 
6 ba 
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had made the ** poi 7 Life" eaſier,” but 
+ fence it's otherwiſe," Hir Wi be done + It was part 
of that Prayer, our Lord taught his Diſciples, 
Thy Vill be done : And this Leſſon the Apoſtle 
was far advanced 1 in, when he had learned, In 
| rwhar Condition ſoc ver, be wat therewith confenr. 
And I can tell you forrewhie of my own Experi- 
ence in this Caſe; for altho' I have not been cal· 
led to Poverty or Diſgrace, yet have been muc} « 
attended with violent Pains- and Weakneſs, and | 
Death of Children, and am now reduced to great 
Diſability of Body; yet, in all my Sufferings, 1 38 
this has been my Of t, That it was God's Will; "8 
which I was Dong. mei to ſubmit unt, this * 
bas rendred my Condition eaſie, and my Pains "IM 
_ | tolerable, and my Soul comfortable; amidſt the 
great Torments I have under- gone: It was a no: 
table Saying of Eyictetus, tho a Heathen, Lead 1 
ne, Ob God, whereſoever thou pleaſeſt, and 1 N 
" follow thee 5 which ſhoutd Trefaſe to do, I ſbould b 
wic ted, and yet muſt nbt tort h anding follow t hee. 9 
This true Submiſſion of Will to God, will be a 
eertain and undoubted Cure for all the Evils that 
\ befall us, and, if rightly applied, will turn our 
Loſſes into Gains, or Sorrows to ſpiritual Rejoic- 
_ ings,' and our Sickneſſes to the Heztth of our | 
Souls; and this ſhort'trayfitory Life to everlaſt> | 
. ing Rejoicings gin the Preſence of God, and the - 
Lamb, and OO Wn e World without End. 
And indeed, none thoſe that thug'reſign | 
| } their Wills)can” perform the End for which Go 
E ereated them, bar  To'glorifie God, and en 
bim:  Welhall on iſe b eaptto think that God 
{ | dealshardiy with us, chathe dh ributes hisBleſſings 
We not nccording to Deſert, that *% 1 
| enn 
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5 do Evi, and learn 70 do V. ell, Then come let us 
reaſon together, ſaithibe Lord This inward Con- 
verſe with God's Spirit is the moſt valuable Trea- 


fore, (he, infinitely, vegleed). that's beflowed 
upon the Children of. Men; fear not toentertain 
it, be not driven From 35 e pretence of Ex- 


thufraſm, or any thing elſez for tho indeed all the 


World are but as Graſs: hoppers before Him, yet 


He binds up their broken, Hearts, and bealt all their 


4 


Wounds: And thoſe, who: worſhip him thus, Vor- 
Vip in Spirit and Truths and ſo acctytably, and 
God bleſles them 1957 his renewed Goedneſs and 


Manifeſtation of his Preſence, to the Comfort of 
Argen te Aae * 
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wWe have many times large Stories told us of 
God's Omnipreſence, of his being preſent at al! 
Times and all Places, and that there is nothing 
hid from Him, yet at the ſame Breath almoſt the: 
People will tell us, as if there were nothing of 
Godin our Hearts and Conſciences, that it's only 
_ _ Whim and Folly ; but miſerable Comforters are 
all ſuch! that that which is God's Throne, and 
Dominion, and particular Government, ſhould 
be void of that Preſence which they allow ever 
where elſe; No Marvel! that thoſe make their 
Way become vain in their Knowledge, and their 
fooliſh Hearts are darꝶned: I could bring abun- 
dance of Scripture- Authority for this Doctrine, 
but my Deſign of Brevity will not admit of ma- 
ny; yet you may conſider that of the Romans, 
10. Say not in thy Heart, Who ſhall aſcend to bring 
cCbriſt dowa?' Nor, who ſhall deſcend to bring hin 
WW pf? The Word is nizh thee, inchy Heart, c. 
- This Word will continually inftru& you, as 
vou duely give heed to it, I ſay Duely heed it, 
becauſe it's undeniable, that ſome Perſons have 
followed their own fooliſh Conceits, and wWhim- 
ſical Fancies, and ſo have run into great Folly, 
and ſome into Looineſs and Carnality, and it's 
moſtly fuch, as have once in ſome meaſure known 
God, but not Honoured bim as God, nor were thank- 
ful, that have been thus darkned; theretore take 
care you are not drawn'away by any ſuch Er- 
ror, but remember that God's Spirit was, and 
I ever will be, 4 Spirit f © Holinefs, therefore 
whatever Exerciſes or Illuminations he ſends 
or brings into your Souls, you will always find 
they tend to make you Holy, that you may ad- 
vance and grow in Godlineis, in the Fear and 
88 15 a” 
| „ 


eines ee 5 . 
< 


'S a 9 r . | © E F 
- Q * 


Love of God, and thoſe, youmay boldly receive 
and adhere. unto this will not only render your 
Lives happy here, but bring you to the Enjoy- 


ment of an ever. bleſſed Eternity, where all Tears 


will be wiped from your Eyes, and as you glorifie 


God in this World, ſo you will enjoy him for ever. 

And as you thus do, I ſhall not make the leaſt 
doubt but that your Guide will be near to you, 
Jens Teacher will mt he removed into,.a Corner, 


" * I 


ut your Eye of Faith, will behold Him, and he 


will Purge out the old Leaven of Hypocriſie and 


Wickedneſs, and you will be renew'd in your Hinds to 
bleſs and praiſe his Name, which 1s the great Work 


for which he formed us, This People: haſt thou , 
formed for thy Self, they ſhall (hew forth thy Praiſe, 


But Tome; may be apt to ſay, Here is good Ao. 
'ral Doltrine, but nothing relating to Faith in our 
Lord Feſi« Chriſt : I muſt indeed acknowledge, 


that Without Faith it's impoſſible to pleaſe God: But 


ſome Men, whether drawn to it by Heat of Diſ- 


pute, or of their own critical Diſpoſition, have 


made Syſtems of Faith, and tied People to them 
under the Penalty of Damnation, that can 
ſcarcely be underftood by any one in their Sen- 


ſes; ſuch Syſtems are wrongfully called Articles 


f Faith, it is of another ſort than that of the 


Apoſtle, If thou confeſs with thy Mouth the Lord 
Fa, and believe in thy Heart that Gad raiſed 


Him from the Dead, thou ſhalt bb ſaved: This was 


plain and ſimple, and fitted to vulgar Under- 
ſtandings; and thoſe: who come to this living 


Faith, they will naturally prize the Appearance 
of our Bleſſed Lord, value his holy Example and 


Precepts, and look upon Him, as the heavenlx 


Mediator, by and through whom all the Bleſſings 


4 


} 


5 


5 "Xt 63 ) 7 

of Almighty God are conveyed 9 0 Children 
olf Men; thoſe adore Him as the Primitive Chri- 

ſtians did, they look upon him as the Salvation of * 

' Mankind, A Light to ligbten the Gentiles, andthe 

. Gloryof God's Iſrael: They ſhew forth, as James 

faid,, » Their Faith "by their Works, and not by 

vain [angling and Diſputing; and as they be- 
fl Heve the Holy Scriptures to be given forth by di- 

vine Inſpiration, ſo thoſe caſt their Souls and 

Spirits on the Mercies of God, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, who hath ſaid, Behold Tamwith 

yon to' the End of the World: And thoſe, who 
thus know Him with them; cannot but love hn, a 
3 Honour him, and believe in him, who is God 4 MY 
over all, bleſſed for ever, A 
. + The Prophet Micah, in Anſwer to that nota- Wo” 
ble Queſtion, How: ſhal I preſent my ſelf before 3 
the great God? ſays, Ius not Thouſands of Rams, © 
nor Rivers of Oil, to which might be added ar 
4 Head filled with Not ions, that God accepts, but. 
| to do Tu 2 to love Mercy, and to: walk Hunbyx 
| with God: And to this end have been all the fore" MM 
| going Connſcls and Advices, tho' branched out M 
; 


into many Particulars: But leſt. you ſhould for- 
L ger them, I may here recapitulate and brin 
, oſe Inſtructions into yet leſs Compals, tha | 
; | they may the more eaſily reſt upon your/Memos 7 
{ || | ry; and the Lord give you Strength and Defies © 
z | to.put them in Practice, that ſo your Lives ma 
be happy, and you may finiſh you. Courſe with. 

x Joy, and arrive at the ever-bleſled Habitation of 
the juſt, to Praiſe God for ever and ever.. 


Firſt, Then 1 adviſe you, to keep your Eye ffedfaſt torkar 
Witness God has placed in yon, that you may not be. 


drawn from it by the angus Riches and Pleaſures. of 
this Wor Id. x 3 4 Va - > 4 ; 2. 70 . 12 
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